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The Southeastern part of the United States stands at a crossroads where history, identity, and ecology
converge in dynamic ways. This year, the Southern Anthropological Society’s annual conference will be held at
Francis Marion University in Florence, South Carolina, and our call for papers, Palmetto Perspectives: Shifting
Cultural, Social, and Environmental Landscapes, invites critical and creative engagement with the evolving
narratives that shape our region and resonate beyond its borders. From transformations in social discourse to the
shifting tides of cultural expression and environmental stewardship, this conference seeks to examine how
communities navigate—and influence—change.

Conference contributions will be related, but not limited, to:

We welcome topics from all subfields of anthropology as well as interdisciplinary scholarship, community
perspectives, and new, or existing projects, that explore the intersections of tradition and innovation, resilience
and vulnerability, and local and global connections. Together, we aim to cultivate dialogue that not only
documents change, but imagines new possibilities for a sustainable, equitable, and culturally vibrant future.

SAS welcomes papers, posters, and panels that engage Black, Indigenous, anti-

colonial and decolonial scholars and research that seeks to:

Bridge disciplinary perspectives (anthropology, geography, environmental studies, the humanities, etc.)
Employ innovative methodological or theoretical approaches

Explore the intersections of narrative, place, and ecology in hovel ways

Consider how storytelling practices relate to environmental and social justice

We welcome participation by graduate and undergraduate students. Student paper awards ($200) are given in
both undergraduate and graduate categories for students presenting at the conference. Submit questions and
completed papers by February 1, 2026, to Cheyenne Bennett (cbennett@newsouthassoc.com)

The deadline for proposals has been extended to January 31, 2026. Submit title of paper, poster, session, or
roundtable, name and affiliation of presenter(s), and 125-200-word abstract here. AU participants must be
registered for the meetings and be a member of SAS, you can register here.

For more information contact Kiley Molinari (kiley.molinari@fmarion.edu) Department of Sociology, Francis
Marion University. See https://southernanthro.org/annual-meeting/ for more information about
Francis Marion University and accommodations during the meeting.






